
We understand that it takes a village to
provide the best support for our youth.
We are always looking for information,
events and community partners to share
with you in our newsletters. This edition

is focused on the unique resources
available to our youth. 

Youth
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Dear Caregivers,

Sincerely, 
Your Youth Services Team

The one-stop-shop on the track to success
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Life Skills Empower
Program

Any foster youth aged 14 to 24 in
out-of-home care or EFC/PESS

residing in or managed from Orange,
Osceola or Seminole County. 
 Connecting youth to available

community resources, programs and
assistance through mentorship and

personalized support. 
Their team of advocates will provide
one-on-one guidance in life skills and

transitioning to adulthood.

Transition to Adulthood:
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Since the DOCK opened its doors
in 2004, no actively engaged kid

has dropped out of school.
39 volunteers regularly serve at the

DOCK each week to assist with
homework, tutoring, recreational

activities, administrative tasks and
other projects.

Attending the DOCK during the
school year is at no cost to

caregivers. 
100% high school graduation rate!
39 high school graduates to date.

contact@mysite.com

Afterschool Program
Hours:

Monday - Thursday:
2-6 PM

Friday: 1-6 PM
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Style Section Clothing
Closet



Extra, Extra Weekly
Resources

Do your youth want to stay
connected to ongoing
updates on events and
resources? Follow our

Instagram account 
@youthservicesoffpocf



Crosswinds
Team

Marva Young

marvayoung@crosswindsyouthservices.org

Independent Living Administrator 
Marva Young works closely with
youth ages 13-17 to assess their

unique needs and supervises four
of our independent living

specialists. 
Fun facts: She loves to sing and
is a huge fan of college sports.

Safa Pinnock

Safapinnock@crosswindsyouth
services.org

Michele Cassel

michelecassel@crosswindsyouth
services.org

Michele has been an independent
living specialist for more than 15 years.

Her current focus is supporting our
younger youth in their transition plan

meetings. 
 Fun facts: She loves doing handiwork
such as crocheting, needlepoint and

cross stitch. 

Independent Living Specialist
Sofa Pinnock helps support our

youth ages 13-17. 
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Steve Purkey

stevepurkey@crosswindsyouthservices.org

Independent Living Specialist
Steve Purkey helps young adults
transition into adulthood, seeing

himself as their cheerleader. 
Fun facts: He spent many years in

the Navy, has held several
managerial positions, seen a little bit

of the world, and has made many
mistakes, which he believes are the

best lessons a person can have.

Caitlen Christensen

caitlenchristensen@crosswindsyouth
services.org

Independent Living
Specialist Caitlen

Christensen helps to support
our youth ages 13-17. 
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Youth 

Spotlight
Thermon Williams

Thermon recently
graduated from the
culinary program at

Second Harvest Food
Bank and is now

employed at Universal
Studios!


